A case of acute renal failure in association with a deliberate labetalol overdose is described. The possible pathogenetic mechanisms behind the deterioration in renal function are discussed.
Introduction
Overdosing with beta-adrenergic blocking agents may lead to severe haemodynamic compromise and even patient death.'2 Prolonged and severe hypotension, often in previously hypertensive patients, is common. However acute renal failure following an overdose with pure beta-blockers has been reported only once in a setting of complicated rhabdomyolysis.3 In addition, a reduction in the severity ofexperimental acute renal failure by using beta-blockers has been described. 4 Labetalol, a non-selective a-blocker and a selective x,-antagonist, has caused acute renal failure in at least one patient. 
